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[image: image3.wmf]RLA BUDGET SUMMARY

Accounts

Income YTD

Expenses YTD

Accounts

Balance

Category

Amount

Category

Amount

RLA Main Checking

$17,222.59

Annual Dues

$15,950.00

Administrative

$760.03

Lake Improvement Fund

$59,879.96

LIF Contributions

$1,965.00

Garbage pickup

$136.00

Emergency Dam Repair Fund

$14,886.63

Interest Inc

$123.15

Total

$91,989.18

Total

$18,038.15

Total

$896.03

2004 Operating Budget 

2003/04 Dam Repair Expenses

Category

Budget

Actual

% of Budget

2003

Water treatment

$11,500

$0

0.0%

Liability Insurance

$7,500

$0

0.0%

Anchor Engineering: Retainer deposit

$700

Administrative

$2,800

$760

27.1%

Anchor Engineering: Services

$3,215

D&O Insurance

$800

$0

0.0%

Picnic

$800

$0

0.0%

Work projects

$500

$0

0.0%

2004 YTD

Taxes

$350

$0

0.0%

Port-o-let

$300

$0

0.0%

Highland Soils

$640

Garbage pickup

$200

$136

68.0%

Anchor Engineering: Services

$5,183

Anchor Engineering: Services [pending]

$5,419

Total

$24,750

$896

3.6%

Total

$15,158

5/8/2004
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Our Mission

The Ridgefield Lakes Association and residents desire to achieve and maintain Rainbow Lake as a healthy body of water, which provides swimming and fishing opportunities to residents and is an asset of beauty for the community. We view long-term sustainability and cost effectiveness as central to our approach. The RLA has been working with the Connecticut State Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to determine the best course of action for managing the weed and algae growth and the wildlife. The following explains how the RLA intends to manage some of the flora and fauna in the Rainbow Lake environment.
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Weeds and Algae 

According to the state DEP, the overall health of our lake is good. We have a healthy fish stock, the weeds are limited to the shallow waters, and algae blooms are not uncommon in lakes like ours. Our lake has high water clarity, which is nice but also means that light penetrates to the bottom and encourages weed growth. Last year, the issuance of permits was delayed, and the late treatment allowed weeds to go to seed. So this year, we will probably see a large weed crop because there are now more plants in the lake. Unfortunately, our cold winter did not have an impact on the weeds because the prevalent weed is not affected by cold and ice. This year, however, all permits are in place and treatments will proceed on time. We will be lowering the water level 12 in. to 18 in. before a treatment to maximize chemical contact with the weeds and to minimize the chemicals from washing over (or under) the dam in times of heavy rains. 

Geese

[image: image7.wmf]Although Canadian geese may be beautiful to some of us, they are a nuisance to our lake. The RLA is working with the DEP to manage the geese population. Every year, the RLA receives a permit to addle goose eggs, which prevents the next generation of goslings from calling Rainbow Lake “home.” This year, the DEP contacted the RLA and asked that we assist them in a study of migratory geese. They have come to the lake once to tag and identify a number of geese and will frequently return over the next few months. This year, they asked us not to addle the eggs but to destroy the eggs and to remove all the nesting material. Recently, four nests and 24 eggs were removed and destroyed. The state claims that by removing the nesting material, the geese will be discouraged from re-nesting in the same place. Geese will give up after a while and will move when life becomes impossible.

The goal of this plan is to force the geese to leave our lake this year and for them not to return. If you see geese, you are encouraged to frighten them so that they will leave. 

Swans

[image: image8.wmf]
Unlike geese, swans are welcome. The RLA hopes to see a family of swans take up permanent residence on Rainbow Lake. The mute swans we have on the lake are extremely territorial. They mate for life, and when they choose a lake to raise a brood, they will drive out other swans and geese. In recent years, we have not had a pair in residence, and during those years, we would see dozens of swans at a time on the lake. 

Our goal is to encourage the swans to nest on Rainbow Lake. The nesting swans are being left alone in hopes that a healthy brood will be born. Please DO NOT disturb the nesting swans.

Beaver

[image: image9.wmf]The explosion in the beaver population is not unique to Rainbow Lake. This winter, a homeowner on the lake hired a licensed trapper to kill and remove four beavers and a lodge. The RLA learned of this after the fact. Rainbow Lake is owned by all of us and is carefully managed by the Board of Directors. Please do 

not put any traps in the lake without consulting with and receiving permission from the RLA. Once the board is advised of a beaver, the board will vote on the appropriateness of trapping and killing. We have learned that if we paint the smooth barked trees and practice aggressive dam damage, we will dissuade beavers from continuing to build. By breaking down and removing dam material, beavers will move on, and we will not have to call trappers.

(The following is an excerpt from the state DEP Wildlife fact sheet on beavers. It may be found in its entirety at the RLA Web page:    http://rainbowlake.org):

"The state DEP Wildlife Division receives hundreds of complaints about beaver damage each year. This number is expected to increase as beaver populations continue to grow and human development encroaches on suitable habitat. Each year, more Connecticut citizens and communities are faced with the challenge of coexisting with beavers. This challenge involves efforts to minimize the problems beavers cause while also realizing the benefits of the wetlands these animals create and enhance. The Division’s goal is to maintain a healthy beaver population at a level compatible with current land use patterns and available habitat.

"Protecting Trees and Shrubs: The most effective way to protect trees and shrubs from being cut by beavers is to place heavy-gauge fencing with a mesh opening of no more than 2-inch x 4-inch around the base of the plant, six inches away from the trunk and extending to a height of four feet. (Chicken wire will not deter the powerful chewing of beavers.)"
Grass Carp 

The RLA has been working with Peter Aarrestad, the Connecticut DEP Supervising Biologist on several issues. He was asked about the feasibility of introducing grass carp into our lake as an alternative to chemically managing the weed growth. 

We can’t introduce grass carp into the lake without CT DEP approval, and the state has never approved or authorized carp for a lake with as large of a watershed as ours. When he first visited our lake, he was very skeptical of our chances of obtaining approval. One of the major concerns is that the RLA would have to install containment mechanisms to prevent the carp from going downstream. 
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In short, Rainbow lake will not be using grass carp as a weed control measure in the near future.

[image: image11.wmf]Dam update

The dam repairs continue apace. We are working with Anchor Engineering Services, Inc. and they have been working with the state to get all permits in place before repairs can be made. The dam has been inspected, as have the wetlands near the dam site. Anchor Engineering Services have taken photos of the lake bottom and finished up the topographic base mapping. Currently Anchor is evaluating sluice gate design options, preparing the design drawings that will show the DEP the various repairs at the site (replace outlet sluice gate, repair dam crest, concrete cap, replace missing riprap, remove trees within 25 feet of the dam, and so on) and preparing to fill out the necessary DEP Dam Construction Permit application forms.  Our costs to date are in-line with our expectations.

After the application is submitted, the state will need to review and approve it in order to issue the DEP Dam Construction Permit needed to fix the dam. It could take several months to review the application as the DEP Dam Safety Unit lost two or three of their staff members last June and has not hired anyone to replace them. 

After the DEP issues the permit, a contractor can be hired to order the repair materials and perform the work. DEP will likely require the dam repairs to occur between September and December. If we don’t have our permit in place by August 1, 2004, we will not begin construction until September, 2005. The repair work needed is not an emergency but is required. The state thinks that our dam is in “fair” condition and could last another year, should the issuance of a permit be delayed.
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RLA News
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Boat Registrations

The RLA would like to know if the boats that are piled up on the edges of our two beaches are owned by RLA members. Several years ago, we attempted to assign numbers to all member boats. Since then, however, members have joined and left the community, and the number system became ineffective. Once again, we have a number of “mystery” boats. This year, upon paying yearly membership dues, all 2004 members of the RLA have been sent a dated membership sticker. Please place one of these green and white 2004 stickers on your boat, canoe, kayak, or whatever watercraft you may own and use on the lake. If you need additional stickers, please contact Bill and Betsy Hill, asking them to forward to you the number of stickers you need for each boat that goes on the lake. After a period of time, if boats remain on the beaches without stickers, they will be chained and eventually sold. 

In addition, if you have a boat that uses an electric motor (the only kind of motor permitted on the lake), you MUST register your boat with the state. The state DEP will be on the lake periodically and could ticket or fine unregistered boats, so be aware. 

Beach rakers hired 

Josh Sarath and Ross Delinger, two young men from the RLA community, have been hired to rake our beaches this summer. Please help them out by picking up the trash or neglected toys that you see 

on the beaches, and give them a cheer when you see them!

Toy donations 

Our beaches are for the enjoyment of all of the RLA members and so when you are at the beaches and see trash, or find a broken toy, please help out by throwing it away and clearing up a messy beach. In addition, if you are at a garage sale and find a great beach toy, consider helping the RLA community by buying it to restock the toy bins.

New officer 

This spring, David Sarath resigned as treasurer for the RLA. He had been the treasurer for many years and has turned over the reins to Marc Stern. Thank you David for all your hard work and continued support!!

New board member 

The 19-member board of the RLA has had a change: Monica Roll resigned and Scott Sharlow was elected at the May 1 Annual Meeting. Thanks to Monica for her efforts on behalf of the organization!!

Annual meeting  

The May 1, 2004, Annual Meeting at the Ridgefield Recreation Center was attended by 11 non-board members and 14 board members. At the meeting, the 2004 budget was approved, the community was made aware of dam and budget updates – and we ate a lot of bundt cake. 

Fundraisers

Rainbow Lake T-Shirts are on sale now! Please see order form at end of newsletter!

Tag sale – The RLA hopes to have a community tag sale sometime in the early summer. If you are contemplating hosting a tag sale yourself, or dropping off a load of “treasures” to Goodwill, please wait, and donate your goods to the upcoming 

RLA Tag Sale! 

The Ridgefield Lakes Association Board

Norman Naishtut, Chairman
438.4221

Marc Stern, Treasurer 

438.1751

Kate Bartlet


431.9644

Rob Drescher


438.9432

Neil Farrow


438.6413

Martin Gold


438.9964

Julie Henderson


431.5704

Bill Hill, Membership

431.1330

John Keegan


438.4702

Bill Kelly


438.6227

Brad Kimmelman


438.5545

Bob Maher


431.4516

Bob Meyer


438.2808

Gloria Ruenitz


431.5737

Alex Sabido


431.6003

David Sarath


 438.9502

Harry Sewell


431.4643

Scott Sharlow


438.4835

Parker Ward


438.4890

Gavin Watson


438.2575
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Full Color





100% Cotton 





White T-Shirt





Heavy-weight





Pre-shrunk
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Order Your Rainbow Lake T-Shirts Now for Summer!    


(All profits go to Rainbow Lake Fund)





Size		Quantity


Child Medium	_______


Child Large	_______


Adult Small	_______


Adult Medium	_______


Adult Large	_______


Adult XL	_______


====================


TOTAL	_______ 


X $15.00 =	_______








Name___________________________________________Address_________________________________________





Phone__________________________________Email:_____________________________________________________________





(ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY)  Someone will contact you when the shirts arrive.


MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: RAINBOW LAKES ASSOCIATION (RLA) 


SEND CHECK AND ORDER FORM TO: BRAD KIMMELMAN, 41 LAKE ROAD, RIDGEFIELD CT 06877





Ridgefield Lakes Association


27 Lake Road


Ridgefield, CT 06877











Dates to keep in mind :





Summer Membership Picnic – August 7





Fall Cleanup Day – November 6 (this is a tentative date, depending on the progress of the dam repair)





Holiday Celebration – December 18, time and place to be announced
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Have you sent your 2004 dues yet? 





The beaches are raked and cleaned, and we are scheduled to begin the water treatment shortly. Please, be an active neighbor and help us maintain our environment by contributing to our beautiful resource. A healthy lake makes all the difference. 


			


Send your dues to RLA, 27 Lake Road.            Visit our Web site at � HYPERLINK http://rainbowlake.org ��http://rainbowlake.org�.


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Yes, I/we would like to become a member of or renew membership to the Ridgefield Lakes Association.  





_____$150 Basic Membership    ____$250 Lake View Membership    ____$300 Lake Front Membership     ____Other 





Yes, I/we would like to contribute to the Lake Improvement Fund.  $____________





NAME __________________________ MAILING ADDRESS____________________________


           (Please print)


ADDITIONAL ADDRESS_________________________________________________________


                                            (Weekend residents)





PHONE __________________________





EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________





Do you prefer to be contacted by Email or Postal Mail? (Please circle one)





Would you like to serve on one of the following committees? 	


		


___ Neighborhood Liaison    ___ Water Quality    ___ Communication    ___ Dam Maintenance    ___ Fund Raising


___ RLA Properties   ___ Beach Management     ___ Policy and Procedures





Thank you for your support and welcome to the Ridgefield Lakes Association!








Rainbow Lake T-Shirts Are Coming!


�





Full Color


100% Cotton 


White Heavy-weight


Pre-shrunk


All Profits Go To Rainbow Lake!


Only $15.00


See Order Form on Page 6








$15.00 each.








�








Not a member yet? Send your dues today to: Ridgefield Lakes Association, 27 Lake Road

Page 4
Support our lake! Buy a Rainbow Lake T-Shirt. See order form on Page 6.
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				RLA Main Checking						$17,222.59				Annual Dues						$15,950.00				Administrative						$760.03

				Lake Improvement Fund						$59,879.96				LIF Contributions						$1,965.00				Garbage pickup						$136.00
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				Category						Budget				Actual				% of Budget						2003

				Water treatment						$11,500				$0				0.0%

				Liability Insurance						$7,500				$0				0.0%						Anchor Engineering: Retainer deposit						$700

				Administrative						$2,800				$760				27.1%						Anchor Engineering: Services						$3,215

				D&O Insurance						$800				$0				0.0%

				Picnic						$800				$0				0.0%

				Work projects						$500				$0				0.0%						2004 YTD

				Taxes						$350				$0				0.0%

				Port-o-let						$300				$0				0.0%						Highland Soils						$640

				Garbage pickup						$200				$136				68.0%						Anchor Engineering: Services						$5,183

																								Anchor Engineering: Services [pending]						$5,419

				Total						$24,750				$896				3.6%						Total						$15,158
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