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What is new with our Insurance?

You might remember that we went through a big change in our insurance costs a year ago.  When the policy we had held for many years was canceled in 2001, our insurance costs went from $1350 to over $7900 for 2002-2003.  This summer, our policy was not renewed.

After our first policy was canceled in 2001, it became apparent that very few insurance companies write liability policies for recreational lakes these days, and those that do charge very high premiums. Last year the RLA contacted other local associations with similar exposures (Twixt Hills, Mimosa and Mamanasco Lake) and found that they had all recently encountered the same difficulty in obtaining coverage, and were faced with similarly high premiums.

Our broker, Carnall Insurance in town, was able to find only one company, Scottsdale Insurance, that was willing to insure us.  When this second policy was not renewed, Carnall told us that they were unable to find a policy for less than $20,000 a year. Unwilling to accept that, the RLA Board formed an insurance committee that contacted the neighboring lake associations again, and reached out to the State Insurance Commission. After many hours of research they located an insurer who presented a policy that is in the same price range as our previous policy.  Our new policy will cost the RLA $7064 annually.  Our new insurer is Western World and our broker is the David Baker Agency in Danbury.

What Does Our New Policy Cover? 

Our policy now covers the RLA if we need to raise a defense if there ever is a lawsuit against the Association. The new policy protects RLA members and specifically lists the lake, Lakeside and Crescent Beaches, our swimming rafts and the docks at Lakeside and Crescent beaches as property owned by the RLA.  It also covers the RLA’s by-invitation events, the Summer Picnic and the Holiday Caroling.
Lowering our Risks 

The only way to lower our premiums would be to remove our risks: close the beaches, remove the swimming rafts and docks, cancel the Summer Picnic and holiday parties, and prohibit ice skating.  The RLA Board did not see that as a solution.

Short of filling in the lake, however, there are ways we can reduce our risks.  The RLA has posted "Private Property, No Trespassing" signs for years, and our beaches have long displayed signs specifying the rules of our organization. Recently the RLA has taken additional steps to minimize the risk that someone would be injured on RLA property. Last year we removed the rope swing on the island.  This year, we are purchasing several dozen metal signs that will be posted around the lake and at the dam reminding people that this is a private lake and that people must take care. These actions tell the insurance company that we are doing what we can to minimize their risk, but more importantly these actions minimize the risk that an injury could occur in the first place.  These actions also reduce the likelihood that the RLA could be found negligent if an injury were 

to occur.

As we review our insurance policy for the upcoming year, it is important to remind everyone that using the lake comes with inherent risks. Skating, swimming, boating, and other activities on our lake all carry a degree of risk. Please use caution whenever you are at the lake, and keep an eye on your children too!

Dam update

We have signed an agreement with Anchor Engineering to repair our dam. We are in the middle of the permitting process right now. The work being done right now includes wetlands delineation, surveys, and soil testing. All of this is required by the DEP but unfortunately, it is costly to the RLA. 

Timeline

The permitting process will last through the winter, the construction documents will be completed in the summer of 2004 and then the work will go out to bid. We hope to have the work completed next fall. The first thing to be repaired will be the replacing and installation of a professional sluicegate. Even though we may not complete all the construction work in the fall (such as repairing the cement cap) the permits will be in place for all the items required by the DEP including the cement cap, repair and maintenance. 

Summer Picnic Fun

On August 2, despite rain, and despite a rain delay from the previous weekend, the RLA community enjoyed a great picnic at Crescent Beach. DJ Rob Drescher provided the tunes, and the maestros of fun, Alex Sabido and Michael Smith, kept the kids busy with games and challenges. Who can forget the tug of war with Alex, Michael and Anil Britto vs. all the kids?? The kids won, of course!

Thank you to our Rakers!

Hopefully you noticed that Crescent and Lakeside beaches looked quite spiffy this summer. Next time you run into Scott and Brad Hiller, you can thank them personally, as they are the brothers responsible!

Beach cleanup 

On November 1, stouthearted members of the RLA community gathered to rake the beaches, comb the shoreline for trash, haul weeds and scrub docks and rafts. Thanks to the folks who came out to help! 

Winter Holiday Fun?

The RLA Board is looking for a kind soul to volunteer a house for the annual Winter post-caroling potluck get-together. If you are interested, call Julie Henderson at 431-5704. It is usually held around Dec. 13 or so. 

The Ever-Important Membership Reminder

Dues will have to be paid from January to March 2004 rather than later in the year, as has been the practice in previous years. This will help the RLA to more accurately figure out our budget for the year. Please send your dues to Bill Hill, 27 Lake Road. Make a plan to send your dues early in the new year. We have 130 members this year, which is up from last year. Our suggested tiered membership fee has been a success too, with most paying the suggested amount. Thank you!
Tag Sale Redux

Last year, some friends of the lake organized an RLA tag sale. Unfortunately, for whatever reason, it was not a success. However, many feel that it certainly COULD be a success. We need volunteers to host and organize the 2004 tag sale. If interested, please contact Julie Henderson. 

Water Quality

Due to the cutbacks at the state level, our permits were not granted until weeks after we usually receive them. The RLA will begin our permitting process earlier next year. Without permits, we could not legally treat the lake sooner than we did. Usually, we have a treatment of Sonar (aka Komeen) late in the Spring. Because the DEP didn’t process our permits until June, the lake was not treated when the weeds were most vulnerable. 

We received our Sonar treatment in two phases this summer due to the heavy weed growth in July. We also had three copper sulfate treatments, instead of our usual four or five. A small committee continues to investigate whether carp is an alternative for our lake. We did stay within our stated budget for lake treatment and in fact spent less money than was budgeted. 

If you are interested in keeping the lake healthy and reducing the amounts of chemicals in the lake, here are some things you should consider: 

Fertilizer

The same ingredients that make grass and flowers grow make algae grow.  Whenever you fertilize your lakefront gardens and lawns, it runs off into the lake and encourages algae growth.  Won’t you consider fertilizing your gardens and lawns with Rainbow Lake water instead?  It is nutrient rich, it is free, and it is a major step toward minimizing our algae problem. Or consider using low nitrogen, low phosphate organic fertilizers. A brand called Espoma Organics is one recommended brand and is available at Young’s of Ridgefield and the Home Depot. 

For additional sources, you might want to look at the following websites. 

http://www.americanatural.com/ 

http://www.gardeningcatalog.com/orgfert.htm 

Septic Tanks

When was the last time you had your septic tank pumped?  The contents of your tank leach out through the soil and eventually into the lake.  Those closest to the lake should consider annual pumping of their septic tanks.  It takes two hours or less, and costs less than $200.

Cleaning Products

Lakefront property owners should be particularly conscious of the cleaning products they use.  Any cleaning or laundry products you use will end up in your septic tank and will eventually leach into the lake.  Even more immediate contamination occurs when you use cleaning products outside (washing your car, your lawn furniture, etc.), where the runoff goes directly into the lake.  Please consider using environmentally responsible cleaning and laundry products to lessen our algae problem.  Several are available in local grocery stores; all are available at the local health food store.  You can clean just about anything with white vinegar or baking soda.  We also recommend the Sun and Earth products (dish liquid, all-purpose cleaner) available at Stop and Shop, and all the 7th Generation Products, available at Trader Joe's.  Products containing bleach and ammonia are particularly bad for our lake environment.  Please use these chemicals sparingly.  It is not just better for our lake; it is better for your health!

Organic Matter

Deposits and build up of leaves, branches, grass clippings and the like in the lake contribute to the algae problem by decreasing the depth of the lake, and releasing the nutrients that fertilize the algae.  Please rake or blow your yard debris away from the lake, rather than into it!

RLA BOARD: NOVEMBER  2003 

A volunteer board made up of 19 residents governs the Ridgefield Lakes Association. When there is an opening, the community is notified by email, and volunteers present themselves to the Board. This year, we had several openings, and thankfully, many new faces came forward to fill the empty slots. Any dues-paying member of the RLA may join the Board of Directors.  Terms last three years, and when a seat becomes vacant in mid term, the Board votes a replacement to fill the balance of that term. Candidates to be chosen for a full 3-year term are elected by the membership at an annual meeting. 

Name



Phone


Norman Naishtut (President)
438.4221

David Sarath (Treasurer)
438.9502

Bill Hill (Membership)
431.1330

Kate Bartlet


431.9644

Rob Drescher


438.9432

Neil Farrow


438.6413

Marty Gold


438.9964

Julie Henderson

431.5704

Bill Kelly

      914.967.2270

Brad Kimmelman

438.5545

John Keegan


438.4702

Bob Maher


431.4516

Bob Meyer


438.2808

Gloria Ruenitz


431.5737

Monica Roll


438.7666

Alex Sabido


431.6003 

Harry Sewell


431.4643

Marc Stern


438.1751 

Parker Ward


438.4890

Betsy Hill (Secretary/NonBd)
431.1330

Jon Chase (alternate)

894.4622

Gavin Watson (alternate) 
438.2575


RLA COMMITTEES

The RLA Board has established the following committees to address specific issues facing the Lake:

· Dam

· Water Quality

· RLA Property / Beaches

· Membership and Communication

· Fundraising

· Policy and Procedure

Interested in getting involved? We’d love to have you join a committee!! Contact Kate Bartlet at the number above to sign up!
WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!
If you are interested in spearheading a fundraiser or implementing a new idea to make our community stronger, we'd love to hear from you! Please contact a Board member or contact our web site:  www.rainbowlake.org.

RLA WEBSITE

The RLA Web site at www.rainbowlake.org was redesigned recently. The site contains a history of Rainbow Lake and the RLA. The site also includes a list of the current RLA Board of Directors, a calendar of events, documents from recent RLA meetings, various photos of the lake and RLA events, including the annual picnics, and of the ongoing repairs being made to the dam. There’s even an aerial photo of what the area used to look like in the 1940s. 
RLA members are encouraged to make use of the Web site to stay up-to-date with what is happening around the lake. Members can also contact the RLA by sending an e-mail to rladmin@rainbowlake.org.
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE STARTS SOON!    
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Are you a member yet? If you have not paid your dues, please do so today!  
Page: 4
Mail to: Bill Hill, 27 Lake Road

WE NEED YOU . . .. . .to become a member of the Ridgefield Lakes Association!
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