
The monthly meeting of the Ridgefield Lake Association was held on Thursday, October 28th, at 7:00 P.M. at the Naishtut home.  

In attendance: Norman Naishtut, Chair; John Keegan, Bob Meyer, Bill Hill, Kate Bartlett, Harry Sewell, Parker Ward, David Sarath, Rob Drescher, Marc Stern, and Gloria Ruenitz. John Frey was in attendance to speak.  Betsy Hill was in attendance to record.

1.  Guest Speaker

John Frey was asked to speak regarding state and local help that may be available to us.  















** Rainbow Lake is a part of the Saugatuck River Watershed

and is regulated by the DEP which controls our treatments and repair.  We have had two years of problems obtaining permits in a timely fashion which has hampered our treatment regime.  Our dam repair process has been held up because of the permit process.  John Frey said he had a good report with the DEP and could expedite permits on our behalf.




** Mamanasco Lake participates in a funds matching program with the state.  Catch basins have been installed to control road run-off.  We are probably not entitled to that type of assistance in that we are a private lake but we could petition the town to assist us in this area.  John Frey said he would be happy to participate in talks with the local officials. 




** John Frey was instrumental in obtaining carp for small lakes integrated in the watershed system.  He would be willing to help us research this avenue.  




** According to Mr. Frey dredging is not an area the state or local government is likely to get involved.  




** In response to concerns of residents adjacent to the Bennett’s Farm property Mr. Frey reported that it is his understanding that hunting on Bennett’s Farm area will be limited and carefully regulated.  In similar situations the state has allowed hunting on two or three days each week or shortened the season on specific  lands. 

2.  Membership and Treasurers Report

The membership is at 115.  The budget is in the black as a result of 6 new memberships

Port-o-lets have been removed and the garbage will be picked up monthly.   A treasurers report will follow by email.

3.   Cleanup weekend November 13th   
Neil will post cleanup weekend on the web site. Docks must be moved to the beaches.  

4. Draw Down

Water will be lowered for the following four reasons: Protection and maintenance of stone walls, shoreline clean-up, winter sport safety, and protection of dam barriers.  

Water will not be lowered until weather indicates deep freezing conditions.  The gate will be used to lower the water gradually in order to maintain an acceptable water level.  Boards will be removed before the first deep freeze.     

5.  Resignation

Norm read a letter of resignation from Bernard Meher.  Action was tabled so Rob could meet with Bernard.  

6. Access Path 

Rob and Sarah Donnelly have volunteered to clear the existing access to the lake near 6 Crescent Drive.  Neighbors have expressed concern regarding vandalism and parking problems if the area is cleared.  The Lakeside Road neighborhood is supportive of the clearing, making access to lake waters more convenient.    Rob Drescher will poll Crescent and Dave Sarath will poll Lakeside.  An open town meeting will be scheduled to determine action.  

7. Anchor Engineering

Norm will send a letter indicating that the timelines and expectations have not been met.  

8. New Business  

* Harry Sewell has researched water testing and monitoring plans and has found a kit that does every test we are now paying ACT to do.  Harry is willing to test and monitor the water regularly.  The kit costs $1,700.  

* Rob Drescher will continue interaction with Lycott.

The next meeting will be Saturday, November 20th .

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 P.M. 


