2003 Lake Treatment

Wondering what happened with lake treatment this year? Here’s a chronology of events.

February: Aquatic Control Technologies, the company that handles the treatment of Rainbow Lake, outlined treatment options for 2003 and suggested that we consider applying Diquat, rather than Sonar, owing to its favorable match with the weeds in our lake and its lower treatment cost. Diquat, however, requires a more stringent review process by the DEP than Sonar. Given the potentially longer time-lines for review, the Board decided to go ahead and apply for a permit for Diquat treatment. If a permit were granted, the Board then would have had to decide whether or not to apply a Diquat treatment.

March 12th: A permit application was sent to the DEP for the use of Diquat and two algaecides. 

March 27th: Aquatic Control Technologies and Dr. Paul Rowland made presentations to the Board on treatment options for the Lake. 

For many weeks we heard nothing from the DEP. Because of cutbacks at the DEP the permit review process was much slower than it had been in recent years. 

June 16th: We learned that the DEP had rejected the permit application for Diquat treatment. The permit application was withdrawn and an application for Komeen treatment was substituted. At this point, it was too late in the season to apply Sonar.

June 26th: A permit was received from the DEP for algaecide treatment but due to a DEP error the approval for Komeen was not included. The DEP were contacted to correct this. A preliminary copper sulfate treatment of the algae was performed.

July 17th: The approval for Komeen use was received and treatment scheduled. Due to the density of the weeds the treatment must be done in two phases. 

July 21st: The first of two Komeen treatments was made

Aug 4th: The scheduled date for the final phase of Komeen treatment.

Next: The lake treatment company will monitor the results of the Komeen treatment. The decay of the weeds will likely result in the release of nutrients into the lake that may lead to an algae bloom. Should this occur a treatment with a copper-base algaecide would be scheduled. 

